
 
 
 

Formative feedback 
 

 
Overall Comments 
 
You have fulfilled the brief and produced shoots on location and in a studio 
environment. It’s clear that you have learnt a lot from this assignment, particularly 
around the notion of identity, the portrait and representation. I think that the end 
series falls short of a really interesting set of images that would engage an 
objective audience but I have a feeling that you are aware of this. I think that you 
could have better critically appraised your work and offered a more in-depth 
reflective text.  
 
It’s great that you are engaging so well with the coursework and have also 
restructured your blog, it’s now easier to access information. Start to include more 
research. Overall, I feel that you have progressed with your ideas, confidence and 
this experience should help with future assignments. 
 
Assessment potential  
 
 
Assignment 2  
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography/Creative Arts* Degree and that 
you plan to submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the 
work you have shown in this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the 
course, I believe you have the potential to pass at assessment.  In order to meet 
all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas you will need to focus on, 
which I will outline in my feedback.     
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Feedback on assignment  
 
You have produced a set of images that respond to the assignment brief. The 
final work is a minimalistic approach studying ‘Barney’. It’s evident from looking at 
your contact sheets that you tried various set-ups and worked within a studio 
environment utilizing a white background and on location. Presumably you have 
used ambient light for all the portraits? The resulting images document Barney’s 
appearance. Judging by your text it appears that you struggled with your initial 
ideas and I’m left wondering if you feel that you failed to achieve your goals? 
Producing portraits is not as easy as it appears, it’s complex and the relationship 
between photographer and sitter is complicated. I think that you are aware of this 
and have probably learnt a lot from this assignment. Your reflective text 
acknowledges your thought process and research and concludes with an 
interesting statement. I think that the benefit of this assignment is that it allows for 
discovery and aids a better understanding of the relationship between the image 
and reality. Capturing the sitter’s character and personality is complex, the power 
is ultimately with the photographer. I feel that your reflective text could have been 
developed further, preferably with a deeper personal analysis of the experience, a 
bit more honest reflection I guess. It feels like there is a distance between you 
and Barney throughout the various shoots and you haven’t quite managed to 
assert yourself. However, the shoot has no doubt provided you with extra 
confidence and invaluable experience to build upon in the future. The images that 
you have submitted feel more like a document of Barney. The photographs show 
us the surface. They are unemotional and it’s difficult for the viewer to try and 
engage at a deeper level with the subject. Hockney’s composite is a valid 
reference but look at the image Celia’s Children as example, the viewer can 
emotionally engage with the subjects. Overall, I feel that your idea is valid and 
you have certainly learned from the experience but the final result falls short of an 
engaging series of photographs for the objective viewer. 
 
I’ve just noticed your work with Barney within the coursework where you are 
playing with the little photographs. In my opinion these tests are far more 
appealing than the final set. Consider re-working this idea for your final 
assignment submission, take a few more risks! 
 
 
Coursework 
 
Good input into coursework. It’s clear that you are focused and taking the time to 
reflect and apply yourself to the exercises. This will certainly help with your 
confidence and skills. 
 
Research 



 
Start to add evidence of your engagement with research within the research 
folder. This is important as the future assessment team will look here, make it 
easy for them and update all the time. 
 
Evidence your analysis of the references that I provide within the tutor reports. 
 
 
Learning Log 
 
It appears that you have re worked your blog, which is great. I know that I 
mentioned it previously but can’t recall what it looked like. Your folders are 
appropriate and easy to access and relevant. 
 
Suggested reading/viewing  
 
John Stezaker: https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/australia-culture-
blog/2014/mar/27/john-stezaker-sydney-biennale 
 
Annegret Soltau: http://db-artmag.com/en/63/feature/the-photographer-annegret-
soltau/ 
 
 
Summary  
 
Strengths Areas for development 
 

• Focused and enthusiastic 
• Solid coursework 
• Contextualization of ideas 

 
 

 
• Experiment more 
• Take more risks 
• Be more critical and honest with 

input 
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