
	  
	  
	  

Formative feedback 
 

 
Overall Comments 
 
It’s appears that you became a little frustrated with this project; I think that this 
was also the situation with the previous one? However, you have clearly 
produced the work and demonstrate an enthusiasm and focus. I think that you 
just need to take a little more time to review your final work at the editing stage 
and try and make a commitment to the type of photography you want to produce. 
It feels like there are various strategies being used within your project. The result 
is that it’s not a consistent series of images at the moment but small series within 
the set. You have a sound idea and have made a good contact within Kelley so 
had the access; I just feel that you needed to define your direction. This direction 
could evolve at the editing stage so it’s not a major issue. Take the opportunity to 
review your work again and the final edit and sequence. Your reflective text 
evidences your ideas and project context and it’s great that you are building on 
your critical analysis within research. 
 
 
Feedback on assignment  
 
You have produced a body of work that responds to the brief. Your reflective text 
is informative and gives a good indication as to your thought process and working 
methodology. The idea is appropriate and interesting and is one that has clearly 
peaked your interest. You are attempting to use your photography as a way of 
investigating and making sense of something you know little about. I think that 
your reflective text is telling through your personal description and attitude 
towards bodybuilding. I think that although, despite your lack of photographic 
research it’s a subject that has been well documented. I think that you have 
attempted to take a slightly different approach or at least intended to by 
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concentrating on solely your subject and her life. It is an engaging topic and your 
descriptions of fake tan and poses etc. bring it to life. After reading your 
introduction I wasn’t sure what type of images you had produced. It appears that 
your intentions are to produce a narrative based reportage type project showing 
your subject’s day-to-day life leading to to competition. Clearly this is the 
approach you have followed photographing her in various situations and engaged 
in different types of activities. I know that you have struggled with this project but 
I’m not sure exactly why as it appears that you had a good idea of your intentions 
and had a willing subject. Some of your images are stronger than others and on 
the whole I feel that the series could be a refined making it more cohesive. 
Previously, I suggested that you include your contact sheets on your blog as it is 
advised to within the course documents, the assessment team would also look at 
this positively. I’m not sure as to how many images you have produced and the 
variety of images. I think that the image looking down on Kelley in the gym and 
the one of her in the distance in the gym head in hand, work and get close to 
feeling of the work that is required. These have a particular ambience and I think 
get closer to emphasizing empathy. I’m not sure why you have then included an 
almost panoramic shot of the gym as this breaks the visual consistency. I think 
that it’s a good idea to include objects (still life) and this is something you could re 
look at your work to see if there are other editing choices. The image of the 
stiletto shoes is simple (why the square crop), to the point but interesting and 
works. The shots of the sparkly bikini are a good idea but I don’t think that they 
are quite right. However, the image of Kelley on the floor with the bikini works as 
does the image looking at her form behind whist she is practicing posing. These 
shots have a feeling to them and identify you as the author as opposed to the 
food shots, which are more of a document and are the weakest images. I think 
that you also do something really interesting with your photographs of Kelley 
(Practice vs show time). You have moved away from the reportage style with this 
sequence, it’s actually a separate visual strategy and I feel that this sequence 
would stand-alone. There is a uniformity and consistency to the framing and 
presentation, which I find interesting; the grid could work as large images within 
an exhibition environment. It would be good if you had reflected upon this, why 
did you make the decision to present as a grid? I think that you could edit down 
the stage shots to the final image or (Open fingers) and also the audience shot 
with the phone camera. The definition shot of the arm and hand again has a 
different feel, it’s more ambiguous and poetical. The image works due to the 
minimal composition on the black background, it’s very graphic. This visual 
approach could be a methodology on its own, the project could consist of a series 
of images like this, and this would identify a consistent visual language. Take the 
opportunity to revisit the project, review the images and think about constructing a 
more consistent visual strategy; you may want to look again at your contact 
sheets. 
 
Coursework 
 



Continue your sound input into the course exercises. These will help you to 
progress and build your confidence. I like the Woody Guthrie reference, I’m a fan! 
I also remember seeing OCS back in the 90’s! 
 
Research 
 
Your reflective text gives a good idea of your intentions and personal input-
providing context. It’s great that you have visited and critiqued various exhibitions 
and also participated in the Helen Sear workshop. 
 
Evidence your analysis of the references that I provide within the tutor reports. 
 
 
Suggested reading/viewing  
 
Please take a look these photographers and body-building: 
 
Martin Scheller: https://martinschoeller.com/WORK/Female-Bodybuilders/1 
 
Tanya Habjouqa (Fragile Monsters): 
https://habjouqa.photoshelter.com/gallery/Fragile-Monsters-Arab-Body-
Building/G0000QoVAKt01B4c/ 
 
 
 
Summary  
 
Strengths Areas for development 
 

• Idea formation and considered 
context 
• Enthusiasm and willingness to 
push your photography 
• Social skills and getting access 

 
 

 
• Editing of final images, think about 

a consistent visual language 
• Be more specific about what you 

want the output to be 
• Try not to overthink your 

photography, it seems to be holding 
you back judging by the time it’s 
taking you to shoot 
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