
	  
	  
	  

Formative feedback 
 

 
Overall Comments 
 
It’s great that you have completed assignment 5 and worked your way through 
the course. It’s evident that you have continued to push both your technical and 
conceptual input. The project is based upon a sound idea and it’s clear that you 
have considered the work. I do though feel that the final output could do with 
further refining, mainly due to the way that you have included the digital 
threading. The idea of the thread as a bind and link within the narrative is a nice 
idea as is your use of physical book. I’ve suggested that you take further time to 
review and possibly refine the work, maybe a case of experimenting further. I 
note that you are applying for the March assessment so you have time on your 
side. Another point I reflect upon is your input into further self-initiated research 
and make some comments regarding looking at still-life painting. Overall though, 
it’s really encouraging that you have been prepared to push your creativity, 
conceptual and tecnical input. Good luck with the rest of your preparation and 
refining of ideas. 
 
 
 
Feedback on assignment  
 
Well done for completing the course and submitting assignment five. It’s clear that 
you have been inspired by the work that you undertook for assignment 4. You 
have pursued a similar working methodology however, have chosen to expand 
upon your digital/Photoshop skills. I think that this is to be applauded; it’s great 
that you are prepared to push your technical input and expand upon your post-
production knowledge. Your contextual ideas for the project are also valid and 
relate to the earlier work. The memorial benches have inspired you to reflect upon 
the notion of loss, memory and love. The benches have become very familiar 
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throughout the UK and have become part of our holiday experience. Your 
observations and reflections upon the benches are valid and provide a solid 
foundation for your project. Your engagement with them and your reflections upon 
their significance develops your conceptual engagement with your practice. I also 
acknowledge how you have then thought about your working methodology and 
connection to final presentation. The layers, both physical and metaphorical are 
interesting and again represent your ongoing engagement with the course. 
 
The final images continue your engagement with montage, pushing your 
composite visual strategy. The individual elements that make up the final image 
are appropriate; plaques, flowers, archive image and threads. These elements 
reflect upon your ideas and each represent a narrative device. It’s interesting how 
you refer to the benches as “shrines” and build upon this idea with the inclusion of 
the flowers and archive photograph. In some ways your final image becomes a 
still-life, you are constructing a story and each of your elements adds to the 
narrative. With this in mind, I feel that you could have developed your research 
and widened your references particularly as this is assignment 5. It would be a 
good idea to look at historical still life painting such as Dutch and Spanish still-life 
and Vanitas paintings and how objects are used as symbols to represent life and 
death. Remember that self-initiated research is part of the assessment criteria 
and looked upon very favorably by the assessment team. At this stage, 
assignment five you should be pushing your critical engagement. 
 
Although all the elements are appropriate I feel that your final images do require 
refining. As I said, it’s great that you are continuing with your Photoshop skills and 
it is understood that you are developing your skills so personally; I’m not looking 
for perfection at this stage. I think it’s good that you are choosing to advance your 
blending skills. My main issue is how you have implemented the thread. The idea 
to bind and link the series is fine and how this connects to the book makes sense. 
However, I feel that at the moment the drawn thread has a negative impact upon 
the final aesthetic. To be honest, it feels a little crude and detracts away from the 
sentiment of the work. The way that you have applied it doesn’t’ feel very 
accomplished, I think it is because it isn’t a real thread, it’s digitally produced. This 
point is also enforced when combined within your physical book. The book is a 
nice idea; I like the physicality of it and how you have incorporated the physical 
thread (although obviously I’m looking at it online). I feel that you need to review 
and re consider the juxtaposition of the real and digital thread in order to gain the 
full potential of the series. Maybe, you could consider using real thread rather 
than the digitally produced thread? I’d suggest more experimenting with the final 
image. 
 
Another point that I think that you should reflect upon is the inclusion of the 
archive image from a moral perspective. You have chosen to include an archive 
image not related to the person whose memorial bench you are depicting. I have 
no issue with mixing fact and fiction within work; it’s embedded within 
photographic practice and the history of photographic representation. But, it 
would be good if you took a little more time to reflect upon this within your critical 
analysis and evaluation, again point out your reasoning to the assessment team. 
 
 Coursework 
 



You have evidenced your input into coursework throughout the course, continue 
adding to any exercises that you have missed or require further input. 
 
Research 
 
It’s evident that you are continuing to look at inspirational artists and offering a 
personal analysis. Continue with this input, particular adding any self-initiated 
research. 
 
Please not that I have posed a few questions within the feedback that will require 
a little more research and reflection, which you should respond to, and evidence 
on your blog. Also, take a little time to reflect upon the relationship to still-life 
painting that I also mention and suggest below. 
 
 
Suggested reading/viewing  
 
Some info for you to consider regarding Still-Life paintings and photography:  

Info on Still-Life and Photographers: https://www.widewalls.ch/still-life- 

photographers/ 

Symbols in Still-Life: http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20180318-secret-symbols- 
in-still-life-painting 

Vanitas: https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/v/vanitas 

 
Summary  
 
Strengths Areas for development 
 

• Continued evidencing of 
conceptual ideas and analysis 
• Thinking about context and 
narrative 
• Development of digital technical 
skills along with analogue input 

 
 

 
• Review and try and refine final 

images 
• Continue developing post-

production skills 
• Widen self-initiated research, look 

at painting and relationship to 
photography (still-life) 
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